TSARIST   BACKGROUND                         gg

Ambassador at the Tsar's Court, had wained his home
Government of Russian unrest, complaining that the
Tsarist police preferred suppression of its symptoms to
removal of its cause: he added that the Geiman Am-
bassador predicted that Lhc declaration of war would
iclease revolution Tsaiist folly, however, made the
gamble and plunged an unprepared people into a life-
and-death struggle with the mighticsL military Power in
the world. Russian soldiers never lacked courage: all
they lacked were rifles, aitillery, ammunition, and food.
Ill armed and starving, the troops manned the trenches.,
and after a scries of bitter and colossal defeats Russia
collapsed. Her officials riddled with corruption, her land
robbed of its able&t workers, her railways congested and
paralysed, her population starving, Russia broke, and with
the break an old order passed away for ever and a new
order took the stage. The army sent to quell the riots
joined the rioters. Revolution sprang spontaneously into
life.

Amid the uncertainties of eight months of vacillation,
with a Piovisional Government struggling vainly to salvage
what it could from the wreckage of the past, one party
knew its own mind. Though in a minority, it was compact.
It had a programme and a slogan. Before the cry " Bread,
Peace, and the Land ", Kerensky's Provisional Government
fell, and on November 7th, 1917, the Bolsheviks were in
power and Soviet Government began its rule.

From the very first, and quite naturally, the Soviet
claim to power was bitterly contested. Attacked from
without and from within, a period of four strenuous years
of warfare lay still before the new rulers Not without a
desperate struggle would the capitalist woild permit
experiments towaids fashioning a new order of society,
which, if it succeeded, would endanger all they held most
dear. Success of a planned plenty was bound to spell
the doom of present unplanned chaos or future planned
scarcity.

Little wonder that Russia found herself ringed around
with enemies, nor that amongst the bitterest of these were
her former allies. In face of a new menace, as the Russian